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Welcome 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here. 

especially if this is your first visit to St John’s. 

Covid-19 

In order to make this gathering as safe as possible for everyone, we ask that you observe 

the following practicalities: 

Please wear face masks throughout the service. 

Please maintain physical distancing throughout the service and  

share the peace at a distance. 

As we are not permitted to all sing together, the choir will sing the  

hymns our behalf.  

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All  and also with you. 
 

Alleluia Christ is risen. 
All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Introduction 

 

Responsory 

As we wait in silence, 
All  fill us with your Spirit. 

As we listen to your word, 
All  fill us with your Spirit. 



As we worship you in majesty, 
All  fill us with your Spirit. 

As we long for your refreshing, 
All  fill us with your Spirit. 

As we long for your renewing, 
All  fill us with your Spirit. 

As we long for your equipping, 
All  fill us with your Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering, 
All  fill us with your Spirit. 

 

Hymn: Come Holy Ghost 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
and lighten with celestial fire; 
thou the anointing Spirit art, 
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
 
Thy blessed unction from above 
is comfort, life, and fire of love; 
enable with perpetual light 
the dullness of our blinded sight. 
 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
with the abundance of thy grace: 
keep far our foes, give peace at home; 
where thou art guide no ill can come. 
 
Show us the Father, Son, 
and thee, of both, to be but one; 
then through the ages all along 
this shall be our endless song, 
 
‘Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.’ Amen 
 

The Pentecost Reading Acts 2.1-21  

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout 



Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we 
hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 
But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’  

The Lord is here. 
All  His Spirit is with us. 
 

Let us bless the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
All   Let us praise and bless God for ever. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Aston in F sung by the Choir 
 

The Collect 
 

Reading Romans 8.22-27 

At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

 Hymn:  O thou who camest from above 

O thou who camest from above, 
the pure celestial fire to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart. 
 
There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 
in humble prayer, and fervent praise. 
 
Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up thy gift in me. 
 



Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat, 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make my sacrifice complete. 
 

Gospel Reading John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
by the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

All  Alleluia. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon: Lu Skerratt-Love 
 

The Creed 

All  We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him. 

All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen.  

The president says  

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

The Peace 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Hymn Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost 

Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost, 
taught by thee, we covet most, 
of thy gifts at Pentecost, 
holy, heavenly love. 
 
Love is kind, and suffers long, 
love is meek and thinks no wrong, 
love than death itself more strong; 
therefore give us love. 
 
Prophecy will fade away, 
melting in the light of day; 
love will ever with us stay; 
therefore give us love. 
 
Faith will vanish into sight; 
hope be emptied in delight; 
love in heaven will shine more bright; 
therefore give us love. 
 
Faith and hope and love we see 
joining hand in hand agree; 
but the greatest of the three, 
and the best, is love. 
 
From the overshadowing 
of thy gold and silver wing 
shed on us, who to thee sing, 
holy, heavenly, love. 
 

 



Blessed be God, 
who feeds the hungry, 
who raises the poor, 
who fills our praise. 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All  His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

The president praises God for his mighty acts and the choir sings:  

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The president recalls the Last Supper, and this acclamation is used: 

Deacon Let us proclaim the mystery of faith 

All  Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

The Prayer continues and all respond boldly: 

 
All  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 



but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 

 Agnus Dei 
 

Giving of Communion 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Anthem Tallis  O Lord give thy Holy Spirit     
 

Prayer after Communion 

 

All  Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Blessing of Light 

Blessed are you, sovereign God, overflowing in love. 
With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit. 
Now the flame of heaven rests on every believer. 
Strong and weak, women and men tell out your word; 
the young receive visions, the old receive dreams. 
With the new wine of the Spirit 
they proclaim your reign of love. 
Amid the birth pangs of the new creation 
the way of light is made known. 



Source of freedom, giver of life, 
blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Candles are lit from the Easter candle 
 

Hymn Thou, whose almighty word 
 

Thou, whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight; 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel-day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light! 

 
Thou, who didst come to bring 
on thy redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
O now to all mankind 
let there be light! 
 
Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy dove, 
speed forth thy flight; 
move on the water’s face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth’s darkest place 
let there be light! 
 
Holy and blessed three, 
glorious Trinity, 
wisdom, love, might; 
boundless as ocean’s tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the earth far and wide 
let there be light! 
 

Commission 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, 
trusting him to be your guide? 



All  By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? 
All  We will. 

Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other in 
need? 

All  We will. 

Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings 
of God? 

All  We will. 

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 
All  We will. 

 

Conclusion 

The Lord is here. 
All  His Spirit is with us. 

Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples 
and we invite that same Spirit to drive us out into the wild places of the 
world. 
May the Spirit, 
who hovered over the waters when the world was created, 
breathe into you the life he gives. 

All  Amen. 

May the Spirit, 
who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us, 
make you joyful in the service of the Lord. 

All  Amen. 

May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 

All  Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 

Filled with the Spirit’s power, 
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 The Easter candle is extinguished. 


