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St John’s Church

Ranmoor, Sheffield
Parish Office, Ranmoor Parish Centre,
5 Ranmoor Park Road, Sheffield, SI0 3GX
Tel: 0114 230 1199
Website: www.stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

St John’s Church is a community whose vocation is to
extend to all people the same welcome that we
ourselves have received from God in Christ. Our
worship, enriched by our strong musical and choral
traditions, is at the heart of our community’s shared life.
The gospel calls us to lives of discipleship, informed by
reflection and marked by care for one another, by a
passion for justice, and by a commitment to the service
of our local and wider community.
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Foreword

One of the things that | find challenging
about Christmas and Easter is
remembering that for those who first
lived through them, they came as
complete surprise. The stories are so
familiar to us. We know how they go.
Or we think we do. Next time you look
at Matthew’s account of the nativity,
check how many wise men there are.

This year, Christmas is less predictable,
and perhaps that allows us to open
ourselves to it in new ways. As Mary and
Joseph were obedient to the decree of Emperor Augustus, so we may
need to be obedient to the directives of our government. Just as they
were far away from their loved ones when Jesus was born, so we may
need to be separated from our nearest and dearest (although, unlike
them, we have the benefit of the telephone and internet).

School and church nativity plays suggest that the Christmas story
involved a cast of thousands. | well remember playing a king’s spear
carrier. But in reality, the guest list at that first Christmas was probably
rather sparse. And they didn’t all come at once. We may long for parties
and large family gatherings but perhaps a pared down Christmas will give
us time and space to discover afresh the tiny child born in an outhouse,
unnoticed and unacknowledged by the world.

Babies are unpredictable. They come when they come and they can
subvert the best laid plans. | don’t know what Christmas will look like
this year but | do know that God comes to us afresh, meets us where
we are, and brings light and life in the darkness.

Matthew



From simple repairs to bespoke pieces, using
traditional techniques and the latest
Computer-Aided Design software, all tasks
are carried out in our workshop on the
premises.

Our shop always has something for that
special gift; contemporary designs in silver,
platinum and white, red and yellow gold.

Diamond-set jewellery and a wide variety of
coloured stones always in stock.
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Lockdown in the Editor’s Chair

Morning has broken. Again. Another day in
2020. What kind of day is it going to be?
Same as yesterday and the day before that?
Or something different? Have you lost the
spring in your step during lockdown? Do
you still leap out of bed in a morning or just
. want to hide under the duvet?! I'm not letting
on whether I’'m the former or the latter, but
I’'m reminded of the words of the morning
hymn | sang many times as a choirboy:
“Awake my soul and with the sun thy daily stage
of duty run; shake off dull sloth and joyful rise to pay thy morning sacrifice”.

Talking of hymns, | was never too keen on ‘Morning has Broken’ until |
heard the version made popular by Cat Stevens with a piano
accompaniment by the brilliant musician Rick Wakeman, formerly of the
rock band ‘Yes’ The hymn originally appeared in the second edition
of Songs of Praise (published in 1931), to the tune ‘Bunessan’, composed
in the Scottish Islands. As there was a need for a hymn to give thanks
for each day, English poet and children's author Eleanor Farjeon had
been asked to make a poem to fit the lovely Scottish tune, which
included the words “Praise with elation, praise every morning, God’s
recreation of the new day.”

Before Lockdown Mk 2, | went for a walk on Howden Moors at the far
end of the reservoir system from Ladybower. | walked to Slippery
Stones and came across a small plantation which had been planted in
commemoration of someone’s life. A plaque had been erected with the
words “Eagerly savour each new day and the taste of its mouth. Never lose
sight of the thrill and the joy of living.”

Lockdown has affected us all in many ways and the day ahead creates
varying challenges, but perhaps we shouldn’t lose sight of the words on
that plaque. Philip Walshaw


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songs_of_Praise_(hymnal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Farjeon

Stone the crows!! No, you wouldn’t want to do that, would you? So,
why not make some yourself, with the help of a grown-up?

Here’s what you need to make one:

A pair of black stockings

A plastic, springed, clothes peg

A pair of sew-on googly eyes

A rubber band

A bag of soft toy filling, or something similar like cotton wool

A black plastic tie strap

Here’s how to make it: Cut the stocking to the size you want. Fill it up
and tie it with a rubber band, leaving a bit for the bird’s tail. Clip a peg
on the front to make the bird’s beak. Ask a grown-up to help you with
sewing on the googly eyes. Thread the plastic tie strap through where
the bird’s legs would be and then find somewhere to attach it to its
perch.



A Christmas Halloween

Well, it was a first for me. And | wasn’t alone. Singing Christmas carols
on Halloween? Is there something perverse about singing carols about
the birth of Christ when we should be thinking about the souls of the
faithful departed? Well, we are not in normal times. We had intended
doing it a fortnight previous, but we were prevented from so doing by
the circuit breaker that had been imposed at St John’s. So, what were
we doing in church on 31st October?

Well, the choir was
recording Christmas
carols for audio
transmission as part of
our Zoom services in
case we were not able to
have church services over
Christmas. We were also
doing a video recording

: of carols for use by
Christian Aid Sheffield for their virtual carol sing which will replace the
usual carol singing in Fargate. They are hoping to gather recordings of




20 carols and put them up on YouTube, one for each day leading up to
Christmas. They hugely appreciate what we have been able to
contribute, so please keep an eye out for further postings about this.

From 2pm to 5pm, we rehearsed and then recorded a number of hymns
and carols. It was fortunate that we were able to do this before the
forthcoming Lockdown Mk 2 came into effect. We were also able to
record a few choral music settings on Lockdown Eve (our planned choir
rehearsal) for transmission during the November church services on
Zoom. We couldn’t have done this without Derek (our Organist and
Associate Director of Music), Julian (our Assistant Organist) and Joe
(our sound recordist as well as our Organist in Residence), whose
smiling faces you can see below:-

It was a pleasure and a privilege to be part
of this. The extra pressure of recording and
not wanting to make mistakes brought
their moments of humour and a video of
the out-takes/bloopers is available at a
price!

Philip Walshaw



Being a Chorister in Lockdown
by Lily Beardsmore, age 9

In March, when the Lockdown started, we
had to stop choir practices. Ve had been
learning music for Lent and Easter, but
those services didn’t happen. Instead some
of the choristers joined in with singing on
the Zoom services. I'd never done a solo
before and was a bit nervous but it was
good to join in. We also started having
some online practices. Mr Hutchinson led
the sessions and we learnt the music that
we had to record. The sessions were fun
and it was good to see all of the other
choristers.

For the recordings we were sent a video of
Mr Hutchinson conducting and a recording
of the piano for us to sing along to. We had
to find a quiet room in our homes and use
a special app to record our voices on. Then
we had to send it to Mr Hutchinson to put
all of our voices together. Eventually the
recordings were used in Sunday services
(some of them can be found on the church
website). It was strange to be singing on my
own instead of with all the other choristers
but it was nice to listen to the recording and all sound like we were
singing as a choir.

As well as practices we also had some music theory sessions with Mr
Hutchinson and Miss Hulse. We learnt about the notes of the stave using
rhymes, my favourite was Every Good Ballet Dancer Flies, and we
practiced the lengths and names of notes. In October we got to go back
to church for some practices. It was fun seeing all the other choristers.

10



We rehearsed at the back of church because the vestry was too small
for social distancing. We had to stay in our seats for the whole rehearsal
but it was good to sing together again.

Now that we are back in lockdown choir practices have had to stop
again, but I'm looking forward to singing together again soon!

WESTBOURNE
SCHOOL SHEFFIELD

From age 3 to 16
Small Class Sizes
Excellent GCSE results

Academic Scholarship Class
Qutstanding Learning Support
Forest School

westbourneschool.co.uk Call 0114 266 0374
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Christmas Study Group

We shall again this year be running a Study Group in preparation for
Christmas. We shall be using the diocesan Advent course which is called
'Light in the Darkness’ which is available on the 'Lights for Christ'
website. https://www.lightsforchrist.uk/lightinthedarkness

‘The course aims to help us reflect on, at the darkest time of the year,
our calling to be Lights for Christ. Its main aim is to help us to draw on
our experience of an extraordinary year which is now coming to its
close. In doing so, we also look forward as we enter a new season and
new year. The course has four parts which all follow a similar structure
plus a brief closing reflection and prayer. The four parts are based
around words which have been central to many people’s experience
during all the upheavals of 2020. These are :- Distance, Safe, Trust and
Normal.

As Advent can be a busy time of the year, we have decided to run the
first two parts before Christmas and the third and fourth parts in early
January, which fits well with the four themes.

We shall be running the course on Zoom on the following Monday
evenings at 6.45pm:

Monday 30th November
Monday |4th December
Monday 4th January
Monday | Ith January

The sessions will last approximately one hour. This will give us the
opportunity to join Compline at 8pm if we wish to do so. The first
session will be led by Rev Matt Wood. The remaining three sessions will
be lay led. We do hope you will want to join us. If so, please email Claire
in the Parish Office (Administrator@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk ) or contact

Sandra Green either by email or phone (sandra.green70@gmail.com or
0114 2309180)

12
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REACH Sleep-In

A reminder that our young people

gave up their beds for a night in

q November for Roundabout -
local charity supporting Sheffield's

young homeless. Our curate Matt

£90&%9Haw23&£ joined in the fun by camping out in

the garden. A full report from

REACH members will follow in the

next edition of Inspire. In the meantime, please do consider making a
donation to Roundabout either directly or via the REACH JustGiving
page — go to JustGiving and search for St John’s Ranmoor or use the link:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjiohnsranmoorreachsleep-
in2020

David Booker

Chartered Accountant

MEMBER FIRM

An experienced, friendly and reliable accountancy service, specialising in start-ups,
small businesses, tax and trusts.

call 0114 3211835 to arrange a no obligation consultation to see how we can help
you to make your finances less taxing!

T: +44 (0)114 3211 835 M: +44(0)777 3821 125 E: davidbooker.fca@live.co.uk

® Drama, dance and singing lessons to
light your child's spark!

Classes at Ranmoor Parish Centre:

Performing Arts Saturday 9-10 (age 3-5)
Saturday 10.15-11.15 (age 5-9)
Monday 4.30-6.00 (age 7-11)

Book your free taster session now! Call Nikki on
07984-461711 or email Nikki@noodleperformancearts.com

www.nhoodleperformancearts.com
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A Broad Church - Fifty years in the pews:
John and Sandra Green

We let it slip that it is our 50th wedding anniversary in December this
year - the Editor got to hear about it and what follows is the result!

After reflection, we thought it might be interesting to write about the
various churches, or rather congregations, we have been part of over
the years. With jobs that meant moving every so often, we decided that
we would worship at our parish church and this has worked well for us.
It has taken us across the Anglican spectrum of worship styles in
churches datln from the 8th to the 20th century.

3 We got married in St Mary’s Church,
Southgate, Crawley. St Mary’s was built
in 1958 in the Basil Spence/ Coventry
cathedral style of the time. The wall
behind the altar with its coloured glass
| inserts is a very different form of East
Window. Chairs instead of pews,
arranged in a semi-circle, felt very
welcoming and inclusive. Married life
began in Devizes in Wiltshire. John was
working in the School Dental Service
and Sandra was teaching in the large
rural comprehensive school in the

14



town. St John’s Church in the town is renowned for its Norman
architecture and featured in the film ‘Far from the Madding Crowd’, in
the scene where Sergeant Troy met Bathsheba (Julie Christie). Two
years later, the 1974 NHS Reorganisation was on the horizon so we
moved to Wellingborough in Northamptonshire, when John was
promoted to a leadership role in the Community Dental Service. Sandra
was appointed as a teacher at the Girls High School, in Wellingborough,
so we decided to live there, as John’s job took him all over the County.

In 1978, Alexandra was born, followed in 1979 by Victoria and three
years later by Emily. Life was full and busy. We had become regular
worshippers at All Hallows Church, the Parish Church situated next to
the thriving marketplace. The church building which dates from 1160,
houses six medieval misericords and a very good collection of twentieth
century ecclesiastical art including a stunning window by John Piper. The
incumbent at the time was Canon Methuen Clark, who was in friendly
rivalry with the vicar of St. Matthew’s church in Northampton, as to who
had the best art works in their building. All Hallows was emphatically
anglo-catholic with Mass said every day, confession in Lent, an all-male
choir, acolytes and a thurifer - (the full ‘smells and bells’). In time John
became Vicar’s Warden and oversaw a large project to restore the
stonework and replace the lead roof. It was a vibrant and active
community with regular house groups, a large Sunday School and youth
club and many social functions. Our girls were all baptised there and in
time, confirmed.

Our Parish priest was Father Eric Buchanan who was quite unlike many
of his fellow anglo-catholic priests. Although trained at Muirfield, he
retained a down to earth scepticism, probably because he came from
South Yorkshire. We learnt much of our faith from Eric mainly through
his sermons - often in two halves. The first was the one he wrote on
Saturday and the second was an extemporisation on what had occurred
to him since or sometimes what had happened to a member of the
congregation. You knew this was meant for someone but never who.

John worked with a fellow church warden of 25 years standing. Billy was
a retired brewer, fluent in “Anglo-Saxon” but with a deep faith that
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sustained him as a widower. He lived in the second oldest house in the
town, on the edge of the churchyard. The oldest house (1500s) was
occupied by a succession of curates. They were all memorable but one
in particular went on to become the first Bishop of Ebbsfleet - a flying
bishop arising from women’s ordination and the Forward in Faith
movement. Michael Houghton and his wife Diana became great friends
although we steered clear of women in ministry! They had been
missionaries in Lesotho before ordination and curacy at
Wellingborough. They then went to St. Helena in one of the two
parishes on the island. On returning to England he was appointed to St.
James’s at Folkestone which was a Forward in Faith (FiF) Parish, with
strong links to the local Greek Orthodox Church - which
accommodated the congregation after a disastrous fire. Michael became
one of the first flying bishops, moving to Bristol and covering FiF parishes
in the south of England. He didn’t drive and travelled everywhere by
train. Sadly, he died suddenly, in his fifties, in 1999.

After 25 years, we left Wellingborough for South Kelsey in Lincolnshire
- a small village with a pub and a church - St. Mary’s. John’s public health
patch was Lincolnshire and South Humber and Sandra taught at the only
choir school attached to a parish church - St. Peter’s in Grimsby.

St. Mary’s is a very simple |3th century church with a most unusual floor.
Whilst the interior is very plain the floor slopes up towards the chancel
and altar which was more like a basilica. Worship was very simple with
a choir of 3 and was more like the Methodists down the road - so much
so, that we often had joint services. We moved into the chapel when
our roof was being replaced. John was church warden at the time, as he
had been in Wellingborough. Thankfully the roof at St. John’s wasn’t
jinxed by his election as Churchwarden in 2008. Ken, our vicar, had
seven parishes in the living and occasionally would forget what he had
preached and where. We tended to go where the service was being held
each Sunday so occasionally had a second chance to hear one of Ken'’s
sermons. His favourite phrase was - “You can’t be optimistic with a misty
optic”, so it was fascinating to see how he would use it in his next
sermon.

16



Over the years all of these churches had been very welcoming so it was
good to find a welcoming congregation when we moved to Sheffield in
2001. St. John’s was a great help to us when we were beginning a new
life here, nearly 20 years ago. Church life anywhere is never without
incident and St. John’s is no exception, but it has been a great joy to be
part of this community of faith.

Nowadays, family life means we are sometimes away, whether in
London, Scotland or Cornwall. In each place we have found communities
that welcome us, as parents and grandparents or regular visitors with a
stake in the community. St. Tallanus church has sat on a Cornish cliff top
since 700AD. It has a separate bell tower, like St. John’s, and pews made
of oak from shipwrecks that are probably 500 years old. They are
beautifully carved and have aged majestically and - in the words of Bishop
Michael Houghton - have been ‘polished with prayer’. St. Barnabas, in
South Kensington, couldn’t be more different. St. Tallanus has a
congregation of twelve, at best, whereas ‘Barnies’ has a large
congregation, in the hundreds with regular services in French and Farsi
as well as English to serve their diverse members. A traditional morning
service with hymns and an organ precedes the main family service which
has a large band leading worship songs, extempore prayer and longish
sermons. In Scotland we go with the family to the local Church of
Scotland which is more like a Methodist service with hymns and
preaching. Communion is only celebrated occasionally, with individual
glasses for the wine.

What connects all these very different churches is a love of God, the
inspiration of Jesus’s teaching and a deep sense of a faith community
trying to live out the Gospel week by week. Styles of worship, preaching,
praying, music and diversity are secondary to what matters most to us
all, which is finding faith through each other. The late Jonathan Sacks, the
Chief Rabbi, wrote a book many years ago called “Faith, Family and
Community” - which probably sums up the last 50 years for us both.

17



Best wishes to you and all your family for a peaceful and

joyful Advent & Christmas.

From all at

St John's Church, Ranmoor
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Parish Registers:

Please pray for the following child who was baptised at St John’s:
Jessica Charlotte Warley

Please remember those who have died:
Pam Maclean, Christopher Tattersall and William Tillyard

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted”.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the friends and family of those

To you it's pain.
To us, it's a problem you'll
soon see the back of.

The White House, 3 Sandygate Park,
Sheffield, S10 5TZ

0800 783 1327 - 0114 230 2030
enquiries@whitehouse-clinic.co.uk
www.whitehouse-clinic.co.uk

names listed.
¥ /4] the whitehouse JMALCOLMWILD
L/ | ek Antique & Modern
. sports injuries clinics
““““ ; Clock & Watch
physiotherapy - sports injuries - podiatry s
acupuncture - sports massage Repalr S
personal training - pilates - rehabilitation b Ballow ofthe Be tish Hevolosical
gymnasium - orthopaedic physician e ]nsti::::c 3 &

Specialist in the repair of
Grandfather, Bracket & Carriage
Clocks
Clocks and parts manufactured

WANTED:

Mechanical Wristwatches,
Pocket Watches & Clocks
in any condition

12 Norton Green Close,
Sheffield S8 8BP
Telephone: 274 5693
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Living in Love and Faith

Recently, the PCC has been reflecting on what it means to be an inclusive
church. We like to think of St John’s as inclusive, but to many people,
particularly the young, the church can often seem exclusive and
judgemental. Unless we are explicit about our inclusivity, some people
can feel unwelcome. With this in mind, the PCC agreed to join the
Inclusive Church network (www.inclusive-church.org). This is its shared
vision:

"We believe in inclusive Church - a church which celebrates and affirms
every person and does not discriminate. Ve will continue to challenge the
church where it continues to discriminate against people on grounds of
disability, economic power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning
disability, mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality. Ve believe ina Church
which welcomes and serves all people in the name of Jesus Christ; which is
scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel afresh for each
generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all people to
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ."

You may be aware that the Church of England has recently published something
called ‘Living in Love and Faith.” This is a set of resources to enable the Church to
think about identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. This is a
contentious area of our common life and there will be differing views
about how to address it. LLF reflects the wide diversity of beliefs that
exist in the Church and creates a space where those beliefs can be
expressed in an open and respectful manner. Hopefully, it will enable
the Church to listen to God’s voice and discern where He is calling
us. The LLF resources include a study course which | hope we can
share in. Please pray about this and look at the LLF resources for
yourselves: www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith

Matthew
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What can we do to reduce our carbon footprint?
Tips from the Eco Committee

We are all aware of the escalating
climate emergency. Over 99% of
scientists agree: humankind is
responsible for it and if we do
nothing, things will only get worse.
As Christians, we know we have a responsibility to both God’s creation
and all His people and that we need to work for change. However, for
most of us it can seem overwhelmingly difficult to know how/what to
change and to know whether our contributions will make any difference.
In addition, the ongoing challenges of Coronavirus have meant that for
a lot of people, living a more environmentally friendly lifestyle has been
pushed to the back of their minds.

So what should we do?

We have already made some changes. For example, we have all been
recycling for a while, whether it’s our kerbside collection or Terracycle,
most of us have built some form of recycling into our lives, but what else
can we do? A quick search on the internet or chat with friends can throw
up a myriad of actions we can adopt to make a difference. But most of
us are limited in our resources, so how do we decide what to do for the
best? It was during one of these moments of frustration and confusion
that | found the website Count Us In.

They are working to join together all people that are taking practical
action on climate change in one community.Their aim is to ‘inspire |
billion citizens to significantly reduce their carbon pollution and
challenge leaders to deliver bold, global change’. They offer 16 steps that
we can take to make a difference. These steps have been selected by
experts from the UN Environment Programme. They have been found
to be the most effective in reducing personal carbon pollution,
influencing leaders and involving everyone. As a participant you are
encouraged to pick one of the steps and commit to it for two months.
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By the end of that time the hope is that you will continue with it and
maybe introduce another step. By recording your progress on their
website (www.count-us-in.org) you can then see how your contribution
is adding to the whole. Currently those involved have saved over 31.4
million kg of carbon - the equivalent of 2,565 double decker buses!

COUNTUSIN

AGGREGATOR

| was shocked to learn that individuals’ lifestyle choices account for 65%
of total global carbon pollution. However, that gives us enormous power
to be the change, a reminder that our actions do matter. Count Us
In goes on to say that if | billion people made changes to their lifestyle,
this would account for 20% of the reductions needed.

> - O
ELECTRIC
TELL YOUR cuT FooD
POLITICIANS WASTE
DIAL IT TALK TO
EAT ewiTcH
@ ceaAcoNAL ENeROY -

The 16 steps are:

Fly less Drive electric
Insulate your home Wear clothes to last
Tell your politicians Walk and cycle more
Cut food waste Repair and reuse
Green your money - choose financial institutions that invest
responsibly

Dial it down - turn down your heating by |+ degree

Speak up at work Share with friends
Eat more plants Eat seasonal

Switch your energy company to one that uses renewables
Get some solar panels
Some of these steps may feel out of reach for us, but committing to just
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one of the steps makes a difference. At the moment, Matt and | are not
in a position to buy an electric car or get solar panels but, pre-
Coronavirus, Matt and | made the decision to do all our holidays by train,
rather than flying. Obviously, this is not appropriate for all destinations
but we have had a lot of fun being imaginative with our holiday plans.
Similarly, during lockdown, | decided that all our friends and family would
receive homemade Christmas gifts, while my knitting may be a bit wonky
and my jam a bit runny, they are made with love. My hope is it will inspire
people to rethink how and what they buy.

For me, the benefit of Count Us In is the constant reminder that my
little changes are making a difference. While the situation can feel
overwhelming, this is a positive reinforcement that we can be the
change. We have power as consumers and if we all use that power we
can steward God’s earth in a more compassionate, responsible and

sustainable way. Clare Wood
Georgina Hulse !;I?r.?}?r Heale)
Singing Teacher Insurance Brokers

Business insurance
Home insurance

Lessons are tailored to suit the needs of Property insurance
the student, ranging from regular weekly A family business based in Fulwood
osson o csasonl hlo Wil DeDTTE | on hand to ensure you get the best
and LAMDA exam preparation is also insurance for your needs.
orfRres. Making a claim can be stressful - we
offer personal guidance and support
in the event of a claim.
If you would like to discuss your
requirements or obtain a quote our
help and advice is freely given.

Please call us on 0114 2324000
Tel: 07932 999935 or email richard@harmer-

E-mail: gs_hulse@hotmail.com
& healey.co.uk

For more
information or to
book a lesson
please email or
call me.
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THE LOCAL

SHEFFIELD [ s

AUCTION CGALLERY JREIY  remmeon:

Invitation

to consign

Antique & Fine Art
plus Silver, Jewellery
& Watches Auctions

Our Specialist Silver, Jewellery & Watches Valuers invite all

items at the Gallery from family heirlooms to costume
jewellery, on Mondays from 10am to 4pm.

Our team of valuers invite Glass, Ceramics,
Paintings, Oriental Collectables, Books, Clocks,
Vintage & Designer Fashions, Wines, Champagnes
& Spirits, Textiles, Musical Instruments, Scientific
Instruments & Fine Period Furniture.

Items are also invited for our full
range of Specialist Auctions

All items welcome Football Programmes & Sports Memorabilia,

for. afree . Coins, Stamps & Postcards, Collectable Toys,
pre-auction appraisal 2 )
Tuesdays, Wednesdays Medals & Militaria, Vinyl Records, Live Steam.
& Thursdays from
10am to 4pm. www.sheffieldauctiongallery.com

Windsor Road, Heeley, Sheffield, S8 8UB
pst oo comcaree 0114281 6161

25



Bell Ringing during the Pandemic

by Elaine Scott

With churches closed for services, tower bell
ringing was also suspended. As churches
slowly re-open, some ringers have been able
to go back up the tower. You may have
noticed that only three of our ten bells have
been ringing on Sunday mornings and for
recent weddings. After long discussions
between the Church of England, Public Health
England and the Central Council of Church
Bell Ringers, protocols have been agreed to
allow some ringers to return to the ringing
chamber. The precautions are similar to those
elsewhere — we need to keep two metres apart, wear face coverings, sanitise
our hands, each ring the same bells all the time, and only ring for fifteen minutes
at a time.

The limitation to ringing three bells is due to the layout of the ringing room.
The ropes, one for each bell, hang in a circle and are much less than two metres
apart, and some of the gaps are less than one metre. Ventilation is poor — we
have two small windows that open, but they are behind internal brickwork,
with only small grills for fresh air to pass. Some ringing chambers are even
smaller than ours and only one bell may be rung, within the guidelines. It may
be possible to ring more bells, if ringers are from the same household.

Ringing on just three bells is not ringers’ preferred performance. The concept
of our tradition of Change Ringing is to produce our form of music in which,
usually, six or more bells are permuted and vary their order of striking, all in
regular patterns. This allows each bell to give forth its best sound; ideally we
would have ten ringers available to safely ring all ten of our bells ring for all our
Sunday services. So what do ringers do when they can’t ring tower bells? It is
always possible to learn the theory of new Change Ringing methods (sequences
of bells). Like driving a car or bowling a cricket ball, there is a physical activity
to master in addition to the theory. Traditionally, handbells have been rung for
additional practice outside the ringing chamber, and several ringers ring
Changes on handbells as an activity in its own right. This still requires meeting
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others, usually inside, and avoiding distractions of rain-in-the-handbells or
wind-in-the-air. At two metres-apart, ringing is harder than usual.

There are various electronic gatherings, similar to on-line games, where bells
can be rung by pressing a key on the computer key pad, while other ringers
across the world ring their bells at the other end of an internet connection.
This straightforwardly avoids the need of social distancing at the expense of
computer-problems and delays in the internet. Ranmoor Ringers have been
holding two practices each week since July to help us keep in touch with one
another and our memory of ringing methods.

The first and most important technique that a ringer learns is how to control
a large weight of metal swinging overhead by pulling a rope. This takes time to
learn, and is unlike most other physical skills. Once mastered, and after plenty
of practise, it is possible to precisely control any of St. John’s bells, weighing
from 4cwt (200 kgs) and 1 6cwt (800 kgs), as to make it strike its note at exactly
the right time. It is a brilliant feeling to control the bell to be part of a glorious
sound.

Sadly, pushing a key on a keyboard or ringing a handbell, bears little relationship
to the physical activity of the ringing of a tower bell. Neither keypresses nor
striking handbells can replace this bellringing experience and digging the garden
or cycling the exercise-bike doesn’t replicate the physical ringing of a bell.
There is also the camaraderie of the team activity that is bellringing. A group
of people working together to produce their best musical performance is very
important to the activity; choristry tells us that they feel similar emotions.

On Monday 2 November we rang down the three bells we had been ringing,
to leave them safe for the next four weeks of lockdown. Hopefully after that
we will be able to ring again, but Tier 3 restraints would limit us to 2 bells at
the most. Please, then, spare a thought for the bellringers — when it is possible
to be together again with enough of us to ring in our traditional way, we will
all have to re-learn all those bits that need practice to maintain our standards.
Like riding the proverbial bicycle, the basic bell ringing style is always with you,
but it does seem uniquely to use muscles in a way that nothing else does. We
will, as always, be striving to do our best, but it may take us a little while to
return to our top performance.
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The Laurels and the Limes

Care Home

Quality Care in Beautiful Surroundings

Long-term Care - Convalescence - Dementia Care - Respite Care

For further information or a brochure, please telephone (0119) 266 0202
The Laurels and The Limes Care Home, 115 Manchester Road, Sheffield 10

SRSB

Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind

esidential Care for Elder
\va Telep! 3 ‘
SRSB 0114 266 153 LD 3

SRSB «/‘ ’{

Cairn Home provides high guality permanent residential care
and has one room dedicated to respite care.

ly Peomue

58 Selborne Road | Crosspool | Sheffield | $10 5SND

For further details please contact the Manager: 0114 266 1536
enquiries@cairnhome.org.uk | www.cairnhome.org.uk
Registered charity number: 1047257
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Festive Quiz compiled by Philip Walshaw

Nouvhwn =

8.
9.
10.
I
12.

Eat, drink and be merry — and
find the answers to these clues
which have a festive theme. A
prize awaits the person who
submits the most correct
answers. In the event of a tie, a
winner will be chosen by a lucky
draw. Send your entry by email
to jpwalshaw@gmail.com or by

5NA to reach me
Monday, | 8th January, 2021.

Try our steak re-ordered for dinner (5,6)

Animals kept warm with turkey (4,2,8)

Drink displayed in shop window in Ecclesall (4)
Fog in front of the French digit (9)

Sit around between crazy charms (9)

Tinsel thing turned into Christmas carol (6,5)
Sections of garden landowner developed into
Christmas decoration (7)

Specimen | mixed to create these tasty treats (5,4)
Candid anger — a gift! (12)

Tintinnabulations — a familiar song (6,5)

Muddling around with pup for afters (4,7)

Alan’s cactus, lacking carbon, turns out to be a regular
festive person (5,5)

Answers to November Quiz: |. Badger 2. Polecat 3. Elephant 4. Stoat 5. Weasel 6. Wildebeest

7. Guinea Pig 8. Dormouse 9. Grey squirrel 10. Hedgehog I I. Antelope |2. Grey Seal 13. Common
vole |4. Grizzly Bear 15. Pine Marten

Entries were received from Janet and Malcolm Anker, Ann Bird, Joy Bowler, Michael Hannon, Steve
and Lynn Lawless and Harold Smith. The winner was Joy Bowler who receives a box of chocolates.
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Fast and honest quotations for...

Quality Windows, Doors, Porches, & SHEFF IELD
Conservatories, Orangeries, Stained WINDOW
Glass, Fascias, Soffits & Guttering CENTRE

...from Sheffield Window Centre - the leading local company

If you're thinking about getting a quote but don’t want any sales
pressure, look no further than Sheffield Window Centre

¢ No Pressure Sales - We quote in writing, by post, after a brief visit and
never use pressure to sell our products - we wait for you to decide.

¢ Save money on your heating bills by installing our energy efficient windows.
¢ We are a reputable family business, established in 1975,

* SWC manufacture virtually everything we install here in Sheffield.
* Allof our installations are guaranteed for 10 years.

ing i i Energy Window
* During installation our fitters clean up thoroughly at the end of ———
each day, o .-...w.M;'
® 70% of our new business is from customer recommendations. -9

For a FREE, No Obligation Quotation call us on
0114 281 3333

And remember... Sheffield Window Centre operates a
COMPLETELY pressure free service, so give us a try!

/ w0

Call us on: 0114 281 3333 www.sheffield-window-centre.co.uk

® i J
JTHORISED S i
Q““m e "-"""— iy w

Showrooms at: 7 Rockingham Street, Sheffield, S14EA & 216/218 Oakbrook Road, Sheffield, S11 7ED
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Contacts at St John the Evangelist, Ranmoor

Vicar: Revd Canon Dr Matthew Rhodes (07754 068391)
matthew.rhodes@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

Curate: Revd Matt Wood (07900 436762)
matt.wood@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

Lay ministers: Alison Wragg (LLM)
Janet Noble (Children’s Minister)
0114 230 1199 (Church Office)
footsteps@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

Churchwardens: Brian Parfett (07914 220938) and Mark
Gregory
churchwardens@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

Church and Parish Centre Office:
5 Ranmoor Park Road, Sheffield S10 3GX
Opening Hours: 9.30am-2.30pm (Mon, Tue, Wed)

Administrator: Claire Webber (Safeguarding Officer,
Electoral Roll Officer and PCC Secretary)
(0114 2301199)

claire.webber@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

Finance and Gift Aid

Officer: Sandie Parfett
finance@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk
Treasurer: David Booker (07773 821125)

treasurer@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk
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Church Groups and Activities

Children and Young People:
Toddler Group

Footsteps (for children up to Y6)

REACH (for young people Y7 and up)

Study Group:

Flower arranging:

Music:
Prayer and Fellowship

Bellringers:
Tower Captain

Secretary

Wednesday Lunch Club

Uniformed organisations

Beavers :
Cub Scouts:
Scouts:
Rainbows:
Guides:
Brownies:
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Helen Clark or Sally Booker

0114 230 1199 (Church Office)
Janet Noble

0114 230 1199 (Church Office)
footsteps@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk
Revd Matt Wood

07900 436762
matt.wood@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk
Sandra Green

0114 2309180
biblestudy@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk
Sandra Green

Jackie Lowe

0114 2303999
Flowers@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk
music@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk
Revd Bridget Brooke

0114 230 2147

Richard Noble

07834 154637
towercaptain@ranmoorringers.org.uk
Gill Platt Hopkin
secretary@ranmoorringers.org.uk
contact Claire Webber - Parish
Administrator

Glenda Glenbrouwer - 0114 230 8691
Jane and Steven Hides - 0114 230 3635
Steven Hides - 0114 230 3635
ranmoorrainbows@gmail.com
ranmoorguides@gmail.com

Jenny Woodhouse -
ranmoorbrownies@gmail.com



2] Spring is o its way!
& Larly season JaJJ}ny«

* Tel: 230 4101

Well worth a visit

Advertise your group,
organisation or
. . ) ” i ,

business in this Space: . M/,ww Nuwtrolson ( WA Iy

Contact Peter Cordon Bleu Cook
Marrison for more

. . Specialising in Dinner Parties,
information f o

Cocktail Parties, Buffets
and Family Occasions

Tel: 07581888068

wpmarrison@btinternet.com

71 Riverdale Road,
Shefheld
S10 3FE

0114 263 0458 - 07721 365 721




Inspire

Contributors  |ohn and Sarah Green, Matthew Rhodes, Elaine Scott,
Clare Wood and Philip Walshaw.

Editor Philip Walshaw: 07815 963807 jpwalshaw@gmail.com
Design Philip Walshaw and Brian Parfett
Printers PRINTWORKS Sheffield (www.printworksprint.co.uk)

Advertising Peter Marrison: 07581 888068_
wpmarrison@btinternet.com

Administrator Claire Webber (0114) 230 1199
Publisher Parochial Church Council of the Church of St John the
Evangelist, Ranmoor, Sheffield

Contributing to Inspire

As always you should feel free to contribute to the magazine: articles, news,
photographs, and anything else that you feel might be suitable. Any contributions
received after the date shown below will be considered for publication in the following
issue. We cannot guarantee that everything we receive will be published. The
deadline for contributions to the February 2021 edition is Monday, |8th
January, 2021.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors and not
necessarily shared by the publisher. We reserve the right to amend articles submitted
for publication. Articles submitted may be posted on our website unless you specify
otherwise. The publisher does not accept any responsibility for goods or services
bought from advertisers in this magazine.

Subscriptions

You can collect or we can deliver Inspire if you live within the local area. We can post
Inspire to you; we will make a small additional charge for this to cover the cost of
postage. If you would like to subscribe please send your contact details to the Parish
Administrator at the following address: Inspire Subscriptions, Ranmoor Parish Centre,
5 Ranmoor Park Road, SI0 3GX. Once we have received your details, we will contact
you.
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CHRISTMAS 5
foodbank ey VN i

St Johns Church, Ranmoor.... we need your help...

In the 3 weeks leading up to Christmas the foodbank will

provide over 180 Christmas food parcels for local individuals SHOPPING LIST
and families in crisis. T S .
St John's supports the foodbank faithfully throughout the U;‘;"ﬁ;::;;::‘p’:;;ﬂ
year. In addition to the shopping list of items listed here, we Tinned Fruit and veg
are asking for chocolates, Christmas treats and any items Lo
that will help lift the spirits of families during this time. Dried Mash Potato
Coffe:
Vegetablz oil
CHRISTMAS COLLECTION DATES FROM ST JOHN'S Ricaries

Christmas Treats
25t November and 9" December

www.stjohnsranmoor.org.uk administrator@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk 0114 230 1199

Jobn Fleath & Sons

AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS
Sometime......

You will probably have the responsibility of making funeral
arrangements. No one looks forward to this responsibility. but the death
of a family member or a friend brings with it an obligation that must be
met. These are people who can help you meet this responsibility. We
have been helping people combine the different aspects of a funeral
service for over one hundred and thirty five years.

Premises at Earsham Street | Ecclesall Road | Stannington | Meadowhead
Crookes | Ecclesfield | Deepcar | Penistone | Hollinsend | Eckington

Day or Night (0114) 272 22 22

SELECTED www.JohnHeath.co.uk

Independent o . )

TR Pre-paid Funeral Plan Service available
By using this advertisement to make families aware of our services. it is inevitable that we
reach homes in which there is illness or sorrow. If this is so please accept our sincere apologies.
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Getting Married?

Choose Sgﬂm s Church, Ranmoor for your wedding ceremony.

St John’s is considered a masterpiece
of Victorian architecture, grand yet still
intimate with fabulous acoustics. Being
married in a church is so much more than
simply a venue for your wedding. Unique
and special things become part of your
marriage, on the day itself and
beyonds Get in touch with us to talk about
your wedding plans...

0114 2301199 or

administrator@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

ST JOHN'S CHURCH
RANMOOR, SHEFFIELD

RANMOOR PARISH CENTRE

Rooms to Hire from as little as £10 per hour.

Discount available for charities, people living in the
Parish of St John's, 1/2 and full day hire.

For more information and availability contact:

0114 230 1199 or email: administrator@stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

Ranmoor Parish Centre offers 3 tranquil location for various types of groups including music
and singing. yoga, performing arts, meetings, pre school classes and various other
occasions. Located in the leafy Sheffield suburb of Ranmoor, we are less than three miles from

both the city centre and the beautiful Peak District National Park. Public transport links to and Sheffield, 510 36X
from the city are excellent. Contact us for more information or to take a tour visit our website, - tehamamar. o/
www.stjohnsranmoor.org.uk

Ranmoor Parish Centre,
5 Ranmoor Park Road,




